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MBCA Ozark Section Newsletter

The Star of the Ozarks
Local Events

Casino Scrabble
Run
Saturday, August
18, 2018

Regional Events

WHAT:
WHEN:
WHERE:

RSVP:

Our August 18 event will be a “Casino Scrabble Run” and
fundraiser. Each scrabble sheet will be $20.00 and ALL
proceeds will be donated to the Arkansas Children’s Hospital in
Springdale; our club has donated to Arkansas Children’s
Hospital for many years. This year, one of our members is
offering a “Challenge Grant” which will match each $20 entry
fee, doubling our donation to the children. So please come out
to join the run and see how much we can raise!
We will meet between 7:30 and 8 a.m. at Allen’s Market in
Bella Vista. The caravan will leave Allen’s Market at 8 a.m.
for Indigo Sky Casino parking lot, arriving about 9 a.m. at Pole
“3D”, where the Scrabble Run will begin. Members coming
from other areas, please meet us at Indigo Sky Casino at 9
a.m.

Articles of Interest

Casino Scrabble Run
August 18, 2018 starting at 7:30 a.m.
Allen’s Market in Bella Vista, AR
or at the Indigo Sky Casino
70220 E. Hwy 60, Wyandotte, OK 74370
9 a.m. at Pole 3D.
On or before August 15 to Linda Harrell
Linda.harrell@sbcglobal.net
479-644-8087

In Memory of Albert “Al” McClain
The Mercedes-Benz Ozark
Section lost one of its long-time
members and a fine friend, Al
McClain, on May 26, 2018, in
Bella Vista. Al was born on
February 21, 1923, and raised in
Fort Scott, Kansas. Al and his
wife Maxine had been members
of the Ozark Section since 1998.

The rules, routes and timing will be provided on August 18
to the following Northeast Oklahoma Casinos: Indigo Sky,
High Winds, Buffalo Run, River Bend and back to Indigo Sky.
One tile will be drawn at each casino. A meeting room has been
arranged at the Indigo Sky Casino for us to finalize the game,
give out the prize and then proceed to lunch.

Al served honorably with the U.S. Army in Europe during
World War II, receiving the Bronze Star. The majority of
Al’s career was spent with what is now Exxon/Mobil. He
traveled the world for business and with family and rose to
become Vice President and General Counsel of Esso
Exploration, in Houston, Texas, where he and his family
lived for many years before retiring to Bella Vista.

The Indigo Sky Casino has a very nice lunch buffet for $9.99 +
tax.
This will include salad, meat choices, veggies,
potatoes/rice, bread, dessert and non-alcohol drinks. Ordering
off the menu is also available for approximately $9.99 + tax with
a non-alcohol drink included.

Al is survived by his beloved wife of 70+ years, Maxine, his
son, Alan (Al) and wife Anne, and a daughter, Mary (Beth).
He is also survived by his brother William, in addition to
many nieces and nephews.

A very special “Thank you” goes out to Bob and Sharon Frye
for working very hard to put this event together and providing
the prize so everyone can enjoy the day while having fun at each
casino.

A memorial service was held on June 2, 2018, at the
United Lutheran Church in Bella Vista, with military honors
taking place at the church entrance.
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Mercedes at the
“The Merc”
Saturday,
September 22,
2018

The Star Reflections

Submitted by Kathy Menold, President
It won’t be long before school starts, seems like it just let out a
short time ago for summer vacation. Next thing you know the
traffic seems to increase and people are in a hurry. I’ve heard
this phrase many, many times, “Be sure to watch out for the
other guy and don’t be in a hurry”. It’s true, Northwest Arkansas
increases in population on a daily basis, and many of the new
drivers coming into Arkansas bring along their bad driving
habits! Be safe, take care!

The Ozark Section has been invited to join the South Central
Regional event at the Pioneer Woman Mercantile in Pawhuska,
Oklahoma, on September 22, 2018. The Mercantile is a
restaurant, bakery and store. The 25,000 square-foot, onehundred-year-old building was purchased in 2012 and restored
by Ree and Ladd Drummond. For those who may not know,
Ree has her own Food Network show. The Mercantile, originally
called the Osage Mercantile, was built in 1910 at the corner of
Kihekah and Main Street. The South Central MBCA Region is
the first to book an event in this new venue.

My four-year term as the Ozark Section President is about to
come to an end on October 31. It has been a pleasure to serve
the Ozark Section, but as I have mentioned previously, I’m not
continuing as President. Dave Jones will be emailing or mailing
everyone the nomination sheets this month. Please consider
running yourself or nominating members or associate members
in the Ozark Section you know would do an excellent job
volunteering their time and support.

Due to the size of the group, the restaurant has planned a fixed
menu, which will be served family style. The menu will consist
of spinach-artichoke dip, tomato soup with grilled cheese
dippers, French dip sandwich, choice of pecan or chocolate pie,
iced tea and lemonade. The price will be $25 per person, which
includes tax but does not include 18% gratuity. John
Kushnerick, President of the Eastern Oklahoma Section, will
need a confirmed count by Friday, September 14, 2018. I will
have more information regarding the trip later, but please
contact John prior to September 14 if you plan to attend.

Welcome New Members

A few facts you might like to know: we will be leaving early, the
building is two stories, it will be busy on the weekend, be sure
to dress comfortably, plan to shop and enjoy a wonderful meal.
You can check out their website at www.themercantile.com.

WHAT:
WHEN:
WHERE:
RSVP:
ALS0 RSVP:

The Pioneer Woman Mercantile
Saturday, September 22, 2018
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
532 Kihekah Avenue
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 74056
John Kushnerick no later than
September 14, 2018
jkushnerick@cox.net or 918-527-8121
Kathy Menold, menold1@cox.net or
479-756-6798

I would like to remind our members, if you have a MercedesBenz or Mercedes-Benz parts that you would like to sell, let me
know and I will put an ad in our next newsletter. My information
is listed on the back sheet of the newsletter.

Charles Alexander
Niel Crowson

Bentonville, AR
Jonesboro, AR

Thanks to Renewing Members for their
Continued Loyalty
Member

Gary Carter
David Chance
Clark Chastain
Jim Deitz
Jim Endicott
Gary Reusswig
Paul Springmann
Kirk Thompson
Wilson Winn

Member Since

2015
1995
2014
2006
2016
2010
1990
2016
2017
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Dogwood Canyon Nature Park in Lampe, Missouri
May 19, 2018
Submitted and Photos by Kathy Menold, Ozark President

The Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America has experienced some
wonderful events over the last 20 years; continuing that tradition, we were finally able to
take a trip to the new Dogwood Canyon Nature Park in Lampe, Missouri, on May 19. This
trip was cancelled last year due to a horrendous rainstorm that hit Southern Missouri and
Northwest Arkansas only weeks prior to our trip. Dogwood Canyon was overrun by the
floodwaters, and it was totally inaccessible for several months following the storm. Many
of the bridges, railings and trails had to be rebuilt. However, twenty-seven members and
guests were able to attend the event on May 19, 2018, and a grand time was to be had.

Kathy and Robin Retzlaff

Hope Wilderness Chapel

Dane and Diane Paulsen

The group arrived at 11:30 a.m. in the Dogwood Canyon parking lot and was shuttled to the Nature Center in several carts.
Melody Byrd, Sales Manager for Dogwood Canyon, was our coordinator and host for the day. Melody and I arranged to have
a tram available at the Nature Center at noon to take our members and guests on a tour of the enchanting 10,000 acres; in
the pristine Ozark Mountain landscape, we saw miles of crystal-clear streams, dozens of cascading waterfalls, ancient burial
caves, unique hand-built bridges, trout and bottomless green pools. We traveled from Missouri into Arkansas and up 1500
feet to see the small resident herds of white tail deer, bison, elk and longhorn cattle. Our
wonderful guide, Jim, gave us an educational tour of the land and informed us that the
longhorn cattle “are not originally from Texas, but from Spain.”
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Pool of Golden Trout

Two-Day Old Bison Calf in the Grass

On our way back into Missouri, we stopped to have a barbeque lunch at the new picnic area that was built after the 2017
flood. A wonderful meal of barbeque brisket, smoked chicken, skillet cornbread, baked beans, buttermilk coleslaw, grilled
corn, apple cobbler with vanilla ice cream and beverages was served under the incredible pole barn along the creek. No one
left hungry!!!

We traveled back to the Nature Center and were able to visit several sites in the area such as the museum, tree house and
Gift Shop. Dogwood Canyon also is a perfect place for horseback riding, biking, trout fishing, hiking and dining. It is one
attraction in Southern Missouri, just south of Branson, that I would recommend for any of the MBCA Sections to visit.
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Fun with Wine Tasting Event Cancelled and
Changed to a Pool Party and Tacos
June 9, 2018
Submitted by Kathy Menold

For the past several years, the Ozark Section has had an annual wine tasting event in January. This year we decided to
make a change and hold it in June on the patio of Hank and Jean Euler’s home. Unfortunately, June turned out to be a busy
month for many of our members, and we did not have enough RSVPs to cover the expense of the event, so we cancelled it.
For those members and guests who planned on the event, Linda Harrell and Bob Gailey opened their home, plus swimming
pool, for a fun and relaxing evening. The members bought the appetizers they had planned to make for the wine tasting
event, and Linda and Bob provided fixings for shrimp and beef tacos. Oh, yes, they also have a Margarita machine!!!
Linda and Bob hosted a few family members and thirteen Ozark Section members as we all enjoyed the warm weather,
friendship, pool and fine dining. We can’t thank Linda and Bob enough for their hospitality. We are grateful as well for Hank
and Jean’s generous offer of their home for the wine tasting and hope to return there at another time.

Mark Your Calendar!!!
2018 Upcoming Ozark Section MBCA Events
Date

Event

Location

August 18

Casino Scrabble Fun Run
and Fund Raiser

Casinos in Oklahoma

September 22

The Pioneer Women Mercantile
South Central Region Event

October 13

Rally over the Boston Mountains
and Lunch TBA

November

TBA

December 8

Annual Christmas Party at
Crabby’s Restaurant

Pawhuska, Oklahoma
Alma or Van Buren, Arkansas

Rogers, Arkansas

Our Ozark Section as been fortunate to have outstanding advertisers to support our Section. I would
like to remind you to please patronize these businesses and let them know how much you appreciate
their support.
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SEEN IN CANADA: 835 (!) SHOW CARS
Submitted by Dave Jones

June 21-26, 2016, Ruth and I were in beautiful Penticton, B.C., Canada, visiting my son Justin and his wife, Janis. Also visiting, from
Thunder Bay, Ontario, was Janis’ sister, Andrea. All were a delight. In fact, Andrea did so much to help and was so engaging that I called
her “Co-host.”
In addition to being with our hosts, the main attraction was what was billed as western Canada’s premier 3-day car show, the Peach City
Beach Cruise. [It’s been portrayed in the past on “Chasing Classic Cars,” Wayne Carini’s must-watch TV show.] This year, there was a
record number (835) of restorations, big rigs (such as extensively-lighted Peterbilts), rat rods, and modified muscle cars. We sampled
them all, I think. We stayed in J&J’s two beachside condos across from the car show exhibit area and its parade route, so that made it
easy to take full advantage of the opportunity. We walked miles and miles and returned hundreds of smiles.
We looked for Mercedes but saw only one. It’s shown here. Being a
250SE, that one caught my eye because it was the same year, color,
and model of one I owned in a long-ago, far-away universe and another
life. The deck lid’s bumper sticker says, “It works nein” which I think
means not.
Unfortunately, as evident in the next picture, the car’s license claim was
a phonetic non sequitur. I felt the car merited the ol’ two-thumbs-down.

My hat, incidentally, was a much-appreciated gift from our hosts.
It’s a Tilley AirFlo, labeled “The Finest in All the World” and
“Handcrafted with Canadian Persnicketiness.” I’ve no doubt both
claims are true. Temps were perfect, but I was grateful for the
sunbrella effect the hat provided.
Further down the beach, I was charmed by the classic shown
below. It was much more representative of the quality of the cars
being exhibited. Sorry to say, I forgot to log its year, make, model,
provenance, etc.

I was hoping to find a good example of a car I’d coveted since I
first saw one as a college freshman in 1958, a ’34 Ford 5-window
coupe. Although I’d have preferred an unmodified original, we
found the version shown below, a gorgeous turbocharged V8
street rod.
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J&J also took us sight-seeing to the far reaches of the stunning Okanagan Valley,
where Penticton is located on the south end of the huge, glacier-carved basin
that holds Lake Okanagan. From on
high, we could see that most of the
arable land is covered with
vineyards and groves of peaches,
plums, etc. In fact, a map said the
area included over 150 wineries. Of
course, we sampled some and
ensured four bottles would have a
good home in the Ozarks.
Throughout our visit, everyone we
encountered fit the stereotype of
Canadians as being gracious,
courteous, and fun. We heard no
mention of the recent tensions
between our two countries. Perhaps
we got a “pass” on that because we
were being escorted by a member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (Janis, who was
in mufti because she was on leave and not in uniform). She and Justin, who’s a retired Navy
aviator, are shown here in uniform. Are we proud and grateful? Youbetcha!

REMINDER: ELECTION PROCESS
Submitted by Dave Jones
As I said in the previous newsletter, our Leadership Nominating Committee is initiating this year’s election
process. The next step will occur in August. I’ll be sending you a nomination form you can use to provide the
names of members who might be willing to serve on our board of directors. You can even nominate yourself!
To be eligible, each nominated person—including associates—must be listed on the MBCA membership roster.
If you don’t know who you might nominate, the form will provide a tip on how you can come up with a name, and
it will tell you what to do to submit your nominations.
Incidentally, I need two members to volunteer to assist me on the committee. Please email me via
joneshafer@sbcglobal.net or phone 479.756-6943. Their responsibility will be to (a) contact each member who
is nominated, (b) ask if the person might be willing to serve, and (c) inform me of those who are so I can send
them an extract from our Guide for Section Leaders that details the position’s job description.

Page 8

The Star of the Ozarks

July/August 2018

Ozark Section Supporter Since 2013

Ozark Section Supporter Since 1997
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Ozark Section Supporter Since 2015

Ozark Section Supporter Since 2015

Ozark Section Supporter Since 2015

Robert Garza. Owner Since 2006
709 W. Huntsville Road
Springdale, Arkansas 72764
(479)756-5618
Open Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
and Saturday by Appointment Only

Specializing in Custom Upholstery & Restoration,
Window Tinting, Car & Truck Accessories & More
Ozark Section Supporter Since 2017
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Ozark Section Birthdays
Reid Fairchild
Marty Anderson
Andrew Spranza
Joel Menold
Cathi Cody
Robin Retzlaff
Ruth Shafer
Mary Baker
Janet Showalter
Al Gulseth
EuGene Smith
Lori Lee

Aug 05
Aug 06
Aug 15
Aug 16
Aug 16
Aug 21
Sep 05
Sep 14
Sep 14
Sep 28
Sep 29
Sep 30

Ozark Section Anniversaries
Carl and Cathi Cody
Jim and Becky Deitz
Eric and Aimee Duca
Joel and Kathy Menold

If you are interested in joining the MBCA
Ozark Section or have questions, please
contact one of the Board Members below.
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs
President and
Newsletter Editor
Vice-President
Events Chair

Kathy Menold
Linda Harrell

Secretary and Treasurer

Ruth Shafer

Regional Director

Brett Jurick

Past President

Dave Jones

President Emeritus

Vern Sutter

Webmaster

Ray Lippig

Director
Advertising Chair
Director
Historian Chair

Joel Menold
Bob Gailey

Membership Chair

Elaine Rosen

Hospitality Chair

Diane Paulsen

Technical Chair

Roger Shuler

479.756.6798
menold1@cox.net
479.644.8087
linda.harrell#sbcgloba.net
479.756.6943
ruthshafer73@gmail.com
214.773.7820
bjurick@tx.rr.com.
479.756.6943
joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
479.855.6854
benzz99@cox.net
501.773.5623
ray.lippig@gmail.com
479.756.6798
menold1@cox.net
479.644.8087
bigailey@sbcglobal.net
619.701.1140
califnative@cox.net
479.790-5643
diane55tablerockdr@gmail.com
479.521.8383
shulerautohaus@aol.com

MBCA Ozark Section Newsletter – published every two months, is the official
newsletter of the Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.

Aug 07
Aug 12
Sep 20
Sept 24

Opinions – Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily
those of either MBCA or the Ozark Section. Neither MBCA nor the Ozark
Section endorses products or services but may, as part of our informational
activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices.
Trademarks – The trade names and trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”,
“Mercedes”, and the three-pointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and
are authorized for use by its licensees which include MBCA, exclusively.
Reprints – Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper
attribution (source, including date of issue) is shown.
Advertising – We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to
MBCA or of interest to members of the Ozark Section. Advertising runs for one
year (six issues) starting with the March /April issue. MBCA members may
place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No
inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have been
approved by the MBCA/Ozark Section board of directors or this newsletter
editor.

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, please
contact our Hospitality Chairman, Diane Paulsen at
479-790-5643 or diane55tablerockdr@gmail.com

Articles and Submissions – Copy should be emailed to the editor by the 10th of
the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the July/August
issue should be received by the editor by June 10th. The editor reserves the right
to edit all material; submission of material constitutes permission to edit and
publish that material. No assumption should be made that the editor has
authenticated any information in materials submit
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America Membership Application
Please call the National Office at 800-637-2360 to join by phone or go to www.mbca.org/ to join online.
Full Name__________________________________________________________________________________
Associate Member’s Name______________________________________________________________________
Street Address_______________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________State_______________________Zip Code_______________
Home Phone (

)________________Cell Phone (

)_________________Business (

)_____________________

Email Address_______________________________________________________________________________
Member’s Occupation_________________________________________________________________________
Mercedes-Benz Cars Now Owned (list year(s) and model(s)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
I hereby apply for membership in the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
__________________________________________________________Date____________________________
(Signature)
If referred by a current MBCA member, please include their name and section:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

New U.S. Membership Rates
$55.00 for one year
$107.00 for two years
$157.00 for three years

Annual dues include six issues of “The Star” each year, plus your local section’s newsletter.
Make your check payable to MBCA, and mail it along with application to:

Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc.
National Business Office
107 Lelaray Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909

Ozark Section Newsletter
Kathy Menold, Editor
4026 Jessica Lane
Springdale, AR 72764

Change of Address?
Mercedes-Benz Club of America
800.637.2360
www.mbca.org

