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The Star of the Ozarks
Local Events

Regional Events

Ozark Section Members to Visit Frank Lloyd
Wright’s House Saturday, February 27, at
Crystal Bridges Museum

Our February 2016 event will be a break from tradition as we
travel to Bentonville for a special tour of a Frank Lloyd Wrightdesigned house now open to the public at Crystal Bridges
Museum of American Art. Known as the Bachman-Wilson
House, this structure is an example of Frank Lloyd Wright’s
classic Usonian architecture. Wright embraces this term as the
name for a distinctly American and democratic style of
residential architecture he developed during the Great
Depression. Compared to his highly customized homes, these
were simpler, lower-cost houses designed to be within the reach
of the average middle-class American family without sacrificing
quality. Crystal Bridges acquired the house in 2013. The free,
self-guided tour of this unique home will be only a part of our
museum experience as the exhibit can handle only 10 visitors at
one time. We will divide into smaller groups of 10 to tour the
home in shifts while the remainder visits the many other
outstanding exhibits at the museum. We will lunch together at
the Flying Fish Restaurant just off the square in Bentonville
following our museum tour.
Ruth Shafer and Dave Jones will host a pre-party (brunch) in
their home at 122 Woodcliff Road in Springdale beginning at
8:30 a.m. If you wish to attend this part of the event, please
mention it specifically in your RSVP.
What: Tour of Frank Lloyd Wright house and Crystal Bridges
Museum
Where: Crystal Bridges Museum, 600 Museum Way,
Bentonville
When: Saturday, February 27th, beginning at 10:30 a.m.
Cost: Tours of the Wright House Exhibit and Museum are
Free
RSVP: Larry Altman larwan@cox.net or 479-530-3019

Articles of Interest

Keel’s Creek Winery and the Bavarian Inn
March 19, 2016, in Eureka Springs, Arkansas

The MBCA Ozark Section has planned an event to Eureka Springs
on March 19 to sample the fine wines at Keel’s Creek Winery,
followed by a dinner at the Bavarian Inn restaurant. Keel’s Creek
Winery features some of the finest wines in Northwest Arkansas, and
they are highly rated. You will be able to enjoy a few wines in the
wine tasting room plus browse and/or purchase items from the art
gallery that displays pieces of art from many of the local artists. After
our visit to the winery, we will enjoy dinner at the Bavarian Inn,
selecting from a delicious Czech-German menu featuring duck, trout,
and many other fine entrees.
When: Saturday, March 19th beginning at 3 p.m.
Where: Keel’s Creek Winery and the Bavarian Inn in Eureka
Springs, AR
Directions: Keel’s Creek Winery is located at 3185 E. Van Buren
(US 62), and the Bavarian Inn is located at 325 W. Van
Buren (US 62).
RVSP: Larry and Wanda Altman at larwan@cox.net or
479-530-3019

Welcome New Members
James & Ethel Nail

Fayetteville

Paula Norman

Alexander

Betty Colciazier

Rogers
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In Memory of Oleatha E. Sutter 1929 – 2015
Star Reflections

Kathy Menold, Section President

Here we are in 2016, and it’s a new year with great events to
come. Our membership stands at approximately 114 members,
not including the associate members. I would like to thank all of
you for encouraging others to join the Ozark Section, and
especially to Patti and Bob Tetu for all they have done
throughout the year; they have been periodically going to the
Northwest Mercedes-Benz Dealership in Bentonville to greet
patrons of the dealership and provide them with information
regarding the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. They have been
an inspiration to the section.
I have requested several times for someone to be our
membership chair; unfortunately, no one has volunteered to
serve. I will do my best to encourage our members to continue
their membership with the Mercedes-Benz Club of America and
send letters to those who have recently joined until one of our
members decides to accept this task. Our board of directors
could certainly use your help to keep our membership up-todate.
You will notice on the list of events for 2016 there are three
possible overnight events coming up this year. Many of our
members have requested we have more road trips, and Larry
and Wanda Altman have worked hard to make this happen. Be
sure to mark your calendars for the events to Hot Springs and
Little Rock in April, Kansas City in June, and Oklahoma City in
September. Also, the Northwest Mercedes-Benz Dealership has
offered to allow us to have our very own Mercedes-Benz car
show at their dealership in May to display our vehicles. This will
be a first!
I look forward to another fun year of motoring and friendship!

Oleatha E. Sutter, 86, of Bella Vista,
Arkansas, passed away on December
16, 2015. Oleatha married Vern
Sutter in 2008 and became a member
of the Ozark Section. Oleatha and
Vern had met in 1945, in College
View, Nebraska in high school on a
sophomore hayride. They dated for three years until 1947.
She was the high school “All Sports Queen”. After high school
Oleatha and Vern went their separate ways, she to California.
They got back together in 2004 when Vern called her one day
on his way to California to visit his son. They dated for four
years (long distance from Arkansas to California). They were
finally married in 2008, and Oleatha moved to Bella Vista,
Arkansas.
Oleatha had worked as a pari-mutuel employee for the
California Horse Racing Association. She enjoyed travel,
RV’ing, and especially playing cards. She was also actively
involved in the Soroptomist’s, American Business Women’s
Association, Red Hatters of Anaheim, CA, Elks Club, and the
Ozark Section of the MBCA. Oleatha is survived by her
husband, Vern Sutter, daughter Terri Gaston-Pierce,
granddaughter Etani Fajardo, two sisters, Phyllis and
Dellamae, and step-children, Richard, Randy, Heather, Jackie,
Wayne, Jim. Oleatha was preceded in death by her first
husband Everett Gaston, her daughter Debra Scott, three
brothers, and one sister.
The funeral services for Oleatha were held at the Rose Hills
Memorial Park, Whittier, CA, in the Memorial Chapel on
January 12, 2016, with burial following. There was also a
memorial service on January 22, 2016, at the United Lutheran
Church in Bella Vista.
We will greatly miss Oleatha for her laugh, her sense of humor,
wonderful stories, and most of all her loving friendship she
gave to so many of us.

Thanks to Renewing Members for their
Continued Loyalty

Member

Ozark Section Support since 2015

John & Linda Concoby
Pamela Hill
Watson James
Ray Kannard
Thomas Powell
Stephen Ragland
James Swenson

Member Since
2008
2015
2006
2015
2015
2013
2015
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Ozark Section’s 2015 Christmas Party
Submitted by Kathy Menold, President
Photos by Pamela Hill
Our Ozark Section ended the 2015 year on
December 12th with a fabulous Christmas party held
at the Shadow Valley Country Club. A huge thank
you goes to Don and Mary Baker for making the
reservations. Forty-eight members and guests
joined in the festivities arranged by Larry and
Wanda Altman. The tables were beautifully
decorated by Dottie Miller, who used her expertise
to make and place all the arrangements. We dined
on delicious hors d oeuvres selected by Wanda
from the Shadow Valley Country Club menu.

When everyone arrived, they were given half of a Christmas card and were
asked to find the member who had the matching piece. This was a wonderful
way to mingle and get acquainted with each other. The Altmans had arranged
for the JM Band, a trio of musicians, to provide music for the first two hours.
During this time, Pamela Hill was taking pictures throughout the room as well as
individual pictures of couples by the Christmas tree.
As the evening progressed, it became time to make some announcements and
show gratitude to some of our section members who have worked hard to make
our section progress. First, I introduced several new members and first time
members who attended the Christmas party, including Linda Harrell and Michael
and Terri Young. I also present a twenty-year membership pin to George
Williams, who was unable to attend our July membership event. George has been a real inspiration to the club over the years, and we
were so pleased that he and Jan could be with us. Next I presented Gary Reusswig an award for serving as our Director-at-Large for the
past three years. Gary and Linn live in Joplin, Missouri. We thank them so much for all they have done, especially for the events they
have hosted and the miles they have traveled to be with us.

New Member Linda Harrell

New Members Michael and Terri Young
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George Williams and Jan Sweitzer
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Linn and Gary Reusswig

Every year during our Christmas party we award a member or members with the
honor of being the “Member of the Year”. This year the award was presented to
Bob and Patti Tetu who have done an outstanding job of recruiting new
members, obtaining ads for the newsletter, and helping continually with events.
Patti currently serves on the Board of Directors as Treasurer, and Bob has
served not only as our Membership chairman but also as Historian and
Advertising chair. We can’t thank them enough for all their hard work.
Wanda and Larry Altman

“Members of the Year”, Bob and Patti Tetu

Each year the Ozark section makes a donation to a charity of choice. This year the Board of Directors chose the Arkansas Children’s
Hospital. The members were asked to place their donations in a box designed for the “Arkansas Children’s Hospital”. The Board of
Directors decided to donate $500.00 from our treasury as well. A total of $1,525.00 was presented to Arkansas Children’s Hospital
Foundation on Thursday, December 17, 2015 at the Foundation’s Lowell office. The Board of Directors can’t thank each and every one
enough for your donations. Your heart-warming generosity is overwhelming.
Once again I want to thank Larry and Wanda Altman, Don and Mary Baker, Dottie Miller, and Pamela Hill for all they did to make our 2015
Christmas party the best ever!
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MBCA Ozark Section Donates to Arkansas Children’s Hospital

The Mercedes-Benz Club of America Ozark Section board members, Dr. Patti Tetu, Bob Tetu, David Jones and Joel Menold presented a
check for $1,525.00 to Mary Lewallen, Associate Development Officer for Arkansas Children’s Hospital.

MBCA StarFest 2016 - New England
August 3 – 6, 2016
StarFest 2016 will take place in Connecticut’s “Quiet Corner” with lush
green valleys and picturesque hilltop farms. It’s also known as the
Antique Capital of Connecticut. From the seashore near the host hotel,
to the lush greenery near the host track, the two are linked by a short
trip on I-395. Spectacular scenery and iconic New England towns await
your discovery. Get updates on line at: starfest2016.mbca.org
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Drive to Miami, Oklahoma
Submitted by Bob Frye

Although it has no beaches or palm trees, Miami (Oklahoma) as a destination can give you an interesting day trip. It’s about a two hour drive
from Bentonville. From I-49, take Exit 88 and go west on AR-72 (Central Ave. in Bentonville) to Gravette, AR. Depending on the day and
time, you’ll encounter local traffic. Take AR-59 north to Sulphur Springs, AR, and Noel, Missouri. In Noel, bear left onto MO-90 towards
Southwest City. On the east side of Southwest City, turn north on MO-43 (towrds the Simmons Food Plant). About five miles past Simmons,
turn west onto MO-O towards Grove, Oklahoma. As you cross the Arkansas/Oklahoma state line, the road name changes to OK-25. In
Grove, join US-59 north towards Afton, Oklahoma. Near Afton, turn right to join US-69/Historic Route 66 North towards Narcissa. Stay left as
you pass under I-44.

Route 66 Ribbon Road Monument

Afton, Oklahoma

Rainbow Bridge

North of Narcissa, you may want to stop at the “Route 66 Ribbon Road” monument (US and county road E-140). The pink granite
monument is on the right (or west) side of US-69. 2016 will make the 90th anniversary of Route 66.
Continue north to Miami. Just a few blocks after you pass over the bridge, be prepared to turn left at the traffic light to stay on US69/Historic Route 66. For something a little different, visit Newell Coach on the north side of Miami. Newell is open Monday through
Thursday and offers tours for small groups (6 or less). Contact Pat Dwyer at PatD@NewellCoach.com. Newell partners with ZF
Friedrichshafen AG for suspension components. ZF also provides suspension and control components used on many of our MercedesBenz cars.
For a quick return home, I like to take OK-10 from Miami toward Seneca, Missouri. Until the bridge is replaced, you’ll detour south to US60, which you can follow to Seneca and Neosho, Missouri. At Neosho, take I-49 south to home.
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Dinners of Six or Eight Anyone?
Submitted by Larry and Wanda Altman

Hank and Jean Euler have graciously agreed to coordinate our spring session for Dinners of Six or Eight. If you are interest in participating
in this popular and fun activity, please contact Jean Euler at 2jpe@cox.net and she will arrange for you to be part of a fun group of Ozark
Section members who get together for dinner this spring and summer. Basically, three or four couples or a mix of singles and couples
agree to meet once a month for dinner for a period of three or four months to get to know one another in a more relaxed and intimate
setting than our monthly events. After you sign up for a group, Hank and Jean will match you with other couples and singles and let you
know which group you will be joining. These are SHARED-DISH dinners (a.k.a. pot luck). The host provides the main dish, the
beverages, and the other group members provide the sides. The group can be as creative or simple as its members choose in the meals
they enjoy. However, we encourage all groups to be alcohol-free to enable as many people as possible to participate and to limit the
liability of our members in case an accident should occur during or following what is a section-recommended program.
We emailed each member a copy of the procedures on January 8th; however we are including a brief explanation for those who may not
have received our email. We will be glad to email you a complete copy upon your request. You may contact us at larwan@cox.net or 479530-3019.
Q: How are Leaders selected & what do they do?
A: You can volunteer to be a Leader. The Leader hosts the first meeting, contacting the people in their group and organizing who
brings what for the shared-dish dinner. Most dinners happen Friday, Saturday, or Sunday evenings. However, the dinner dates will be
determined by each group.
Q: Are children invited?
A: That’s an issue for the group. Child care will be decided by the host and parents.
Q: What happens when the three months are over?
A: At the end of each rotation period, people will have an opportunity sign up for a new group—or not. At that point, the process begins
again. New groups will be assigned and new dates will be chosen for a new Launch Weekend.
Q: How do I sign up?
A: Just email your Dinners of Six or Eight coordinator (the Eulers); provide your contact information (phone number and email address)
and your preference of six or eight people. Once the sign-up period has ended, group Leaders will be selected and our new rotation will
begin.
We are hoping new members will want to be a part of this activity and that we can match up new members with some of our more
“seasoned” members. Either way, we want as many folks who want to join the fun to contact Hank and Jean Euler. Remember, if you are
interested, please let Jean Euler know by sending her an email to 2jpe@cox.net or give her a call at 479-936-0427. We would like to start
in March, so please let her know by February 15th.

Ozark Section Support Since 2009

Ozark Section Support Since 2015
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2016 Upcoming Ozark Section MBCA Events
Date

Event

Location

February 27th

Crystal Bridges Museum
Tour Frank Lloyd Wright Museum
Keel’s Creek Winery and the German Bavarian
Restaurant
Garvan Woodland Gardens/Clinton Museum
Heifer International/River Walk/Capital Bldg.

Bentonville, AR

March 19th
April (TBA)
May (TBA)

Eureka Springs, AR
Hot Springs, AR plus an overnight stay in
Little Rock, AR

Northwest Arkansas Mercedes Dealership
Our Very Own Car Show
Kansas City—Art of the Car Concours
On the Kansas City Art Institute Campus
Membership Luncheon/Copeland’s Restaurant

Bentonville, AR

August (TBA)

Driving Scavenger Hunt/Gaston’s Seafood
Restaurant

Eureka Springs, AR

September (TBA)

Cruising Route 66 to Oklahoma City

Oklahoma City, OK

June (TBA)
July (TBA)

Ozark Section Support Since 2013

Kansas City, KS
Rogers, AR
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Ozark Section Supporter since 1997

Ozark Section Support since 2015

Ozark Section Support since 2015

Ozark Section Support since 2015

Ozark Section Support since 2015
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Ozark Section Support since 2015
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Who’s
Who?Ozark
Section MBCA

Ozark Section Birthdays
Terry Lee
Vern Sutter
Hugh Showalter
Al McClain
John Concoby
Ginny Gulseth
Beth Hickman
Carl Cody
Becky Deitz
Bee Anderson
Jean Dean
Porfirio Gutierrez

Feb 07
Feb 13
Feb 19
Feb 21
Feb 25
Mar 01
Mar 03
Mar 03
Mar 10
Mar 19
Mar 23
Mar 27

4026 Jessica Lane
Springdale, AR 72764

Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs
President

Kathy Menold

Vice-President
Events Chair

Larry Altman

Secretary

Ruth Shafer

Treasurer

Dr. Patti Tetu

Regional Director

Gene Jurick

Past President

Dave Jones

President Emeritus

Vern Sutter

Newsletter Editor
Advertising Chair

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, contact our
Hospitality Chairman, Becky Deitz at bhdjd@att.net or
479-466-5066, so she can update her listing.

Ozark Section Anniversaries
Don & Mary Baker
Dave Jones & Ruth Shafer
Marty & Bee Anderson
Porfirio Gutierrez & Tanny Jones
John & Linda Concoby
Congratulations to you all!

Feb 04
Mar 14
Mar 15
Mar 17
Mar 19

Membership
Chair
Historian

Joel Menold
Bob Tetu

Pamela Hill

Hospitality Chair

Becky Deitz

Technical Chair

Roger Shuler

479.756.6798
menold1@cox..net
479.530.3019
larwan@cox.net
479.756.6943
ruthshafer73@gmail.com
479.981.9389
mudmouse@hughes.net
972.461-1981
gjurick@tx.rr.com.
479.756.6943
joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
479.855.6854
benzz99@cox.net
479.756.6798
menold1@cox.net
mMenold1@cox.net
479.981.9389
buckmtn@hughes.net
memmeMenold1@cox.netmenold1@
cox.net
713.217.4499
sqpemberton@gmail.com
479.466.5066
bhdjd@att.net
sqpemberto@gmail.co
479.521.8383
m

BCA Ozark Section Newsletter – published every two months, is the official
newsletter of the Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
Opinions – Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those
of either MBCA or the Ozark Section. Neither MBCA nor the Ozark Section
endorses products or services but may, as part of our informational activities,
allow them to be cited in articles and notices.
Trademarks – The trade names and trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, “Mercedes”,
and the three-pointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and are authorized for
use by its licensees which include MBCA, exclusively.
Reprints – Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper attribution
(source, including date of issue) is shown.
Advertising – We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to MBCA
or of interest to members of the Ozark Section. Advertising runs for one year (six
issues). MBCA members may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is
Mercedes specific. No inference should be made that products or services
advertised herein have been approved by the MBCA/Ozark Section board of
directors or this newsletter editor.
Articles and Submissions – Copy should be emailed to the editor by the 10th of
the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the July/August
issue should be received by the editor by June 10th. The editor reserves the right
to edit all material; submission of material constitutes permission to edit and
publish that material. No assumption should be made that the editor has
authenticated any information in materials submit

Ozark Section Newsletter
J o e l M e n o l d , Editor
4026 Jessica Lane
Springdale, AR 72764

Change of Address?
Mercedes-Benz Club of America
800.637.2360
www.mbca.org

