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An Overnight Event to 
   Mountain View, AR 
      April 22-23, 2017 

 
Join us in April for a road trip to 
North Central Arkansas! 
Blanchard Springs Caverns in a 

section of the Ozark National Forest is our first destination.  
Everyone will be on their own for lunch on Saturday, April 22, 
because we will not be traveling together, so just make sure you 
eat before you arrive at the caverns.  After we take the Dripstone 
Trail Tour, we’ll have dinner in Mountain View and then move on 
to the town square for an evening of music. It’s a long way home, 
and those who wish to wait until Sunday to leave have several 
options for an overnight stay as well as an opportunity for 
breakfast together before hitting the road.  

 
Blanchard Springs Caverns: This attraction, the only developed 
cave system operated by the U.S. Forest Service, is considered 
a Top-Ten cave experience in North America. The Dripstone Trail 
Tour travels through two huge rooms filled with an incredible 
variety and number of crystalline formations - sparkling flowstone, 
towering columns, and delicate soda straws. The website says 
bats are rare in this section of the cave, but you should be able to 
see some tiny cave creatures, such as salamanders and crickets. 
This trail, shorter and easier than the others, takes visitors almost 
half a mile through the Caverns. It includes about 50 stair steps, 
but all stairs can be avoided by using alternate trails that bypass 
some of the formations. For information regarding accessibility, 
specifically, the use of wheelchairs, please contact the Caverns 
at 1-870-757-2211.  
 
The caverns are a constant 58 degrees with nearly 100% 
humidity. Sweaters or jackets are recommended; low-heeled, 
nonslip shoes are a must. For your preplanning information, there 
are no restrooms underground. The tour travels one way, 4/10-
mile total, for about an hour, through the most highly decorated 
level of the Caverns. Pets are not allowed. 

 

Prices: Adult: $10.00, Children 6-15: $5.00, Interagency Access 
Pass: $5.00, Interagency Senior Pass: $5.00, Children 0-5: No 
Charge Season Pass Holders: $0.00 

 

 
 
Please contact Linda Harrell at linda.harrell@sbcglobal.net or call her 
479-644-8087 if you will be attending so a tour time can be set up.  
Tours run between 10:00 a.m. and 4:15 p.m.; the time that will work 
best for us is 3:00 p.m., and Linda will try to arrange that after she 
knows how many people plan to go.  Members will purchase their own 
tickets upon arrival. 

 
Dinner:  After the Caverns, we will eat at Jojo’s Catfish Restaurant at 
Jack’s Resort, Hwy. 5, Mountain View, AR.  Reservations will be made 
ahead of time, so please let Linda know if you plan to stay for dinner. 
Music: Blue Grass Music by Mountain View Gospel Opry starts at 6:30 
p.m. on Saturday.  It’s gospel music with songs and more; everyone is 
invited to bring their instruments and singing voices. Admission is free.  
There will also be Blue Grass music on the square. 
Overnight Stay:  Accommodations will be the responsibility of the 
individual members.  Suggestions include Pinewood Cabins (877-269-
5900) or Ozark RV Park, which has cabin rentals (866-692-7578). Go 
on line to make your lodging accommodations. 
Breakfast on Sunday, April 23:  We will meet at PJ’s Rainbow Café, 
hear the square. (Rated #1) 

 
Welcome New Members 

 

Donald Leonhard                          Hot Springs, AR 

Ryan Vincenzo                              Bentonville, AR 

 
Thanks to Renewing Members for 

Their Continuing Loyality 
 

  Member                                                     Member Since 

  J. Crowson                                                        2016 

  Jeffrey Garner                                                   2016 

  Mickey Hickman                                               2009 

   Dave Jones                                                       1989 

   Kathy Menold                                            2006 
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Dogwood Canyon Preserve 
May 20, 2017 

 
 

                      
 

On Saturday, May 20, the Ozark Section will be traveling to 
Dogwood Canyon Nature Park in Lampe, Missouri, for a “ride 
on the wild side.” This 10,000-acre natural paradise is owned by 
Johnny Morris, founder of Bass Pro Shops. Acquired by Morris 
in 1990, the park is managed by the Dogwood Canyon 
Foundation, a non-profit organization designed to conserve the 
park’s natural plants and wildlife for the public to enjoy. With the 
exception of changes made to make the site more accessible to 
guests, the landscape has been primarily left in its natural state. 
The park was updated last year with a new museum, restaurant, 
gift shop, tree house and activity center.  
 
We will take an open-air tram ride throughout the canyon, 
touring miles of streams, cascading waterfalls, ancient burial 
caves, unique hand-built bridges, bottomless green pools, 
streams holding trout and the high meadows, which include 
small herds of longhorn cattle, American bison, elk and deer. 
We will end with a picnic--the canyon smokehouse buffet--which 
includes BBQ brisket and smoked chicken, skillet cornbread, 
baked beans, buttermilk coleslaw, grilled corn, warm cobbler 
with vanilla ice cream, coffee, lemonade, iced tea and water.  
The price for this three-hour adventure is $56.39 per adult and 
$32.97 per child.  This includes your entry into the park, the 
museum, tree house, gift shop, tram ride and lunch.  If you would 
like to stay later and walk in the canyon, you are welcome to do 
that. 
 
I have made reservations for 29, which includes 26 people riding 
on the tram and three riding in the SUV with our guide. We 
currently have 26 confirmed members who plan to go.  If you 
are interested in this trip, please contact me ASAP to put you on  
the waiting list if need be, should we have cancellations. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Date and Time:   May 20, 2017 – 12 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Location:   Dogwood Canyon National Park  
                    2038 West State Highway 86 
                    Lampe, Missouri 
Cost:           $56.39 per Adult and $32.97 per child                   
RSVP:         Kathy Menold menold1@cox.net or 479-756-6798 
 

 
                             Pictures by Pamela Modisett 

           
      
 
Jan Sweitzer wrote a thank you note to be 
shared with our Ozark Section members. 
 

Dear Ozark Section Members and Friends, 

 

The family of George Williams wishes to 

express our sincere thanks for your 

donation to the Fayetteville Animal 

Shelter in his memory.  George truly 

enjoyed all his years as an MBCA member, 

the wonderful trips and events and 

especially the camaraderie and special 

friendships that were shared with all.  We 

truly appreciate all your thoughts, 

concern and prayers the past 2 ½ years, 

and for honoring our beloved George in 

such a nice way. 

 

Jan Sweitzer and Williams Family 
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Star Reflections 
Submitted by Kathy Menold, Section President 

 
 

Since I first became a member of the Ozark Section, I have had an important concern, which is to help our membership grow. If it weren’t 
for our membership, there wouldn’t be an MBCA Ozark Section. I’ve said in this column before how important it is to participate as a member, 
and I’d like to remind you of several ways you can benefit the Club.  

1. Ask other Mercedes-Benz owners if they are interested in joining.  Provide them with information about the perks of being a member 
of the national group and the Ozark Section; it doesn’t take a huge amount of effort. You can let me know or one of the Board 
Members if you have someone who is interested in joining, and one of us will send that person information.  Our names, emails and 
telephone numbers are listed under “Who’s Who” near the back of each newsletter.  We can provide you with MBCA brochures to 
keep in your car so you’re ready to promote the Club when the opportunity arises. 

2. Host or co-host an event. If you’d like to head up an event, Linda Harrell (Vice President/Events Chair) will help you get organized 
for it. Or if you don’t want to tackle a whole event alone, remember that “many hands make light work.” How about assisting someone 
else? 

3. Help our standing committees. The Advertising Chair is always interested in contacting potential new advertisers. If you know of a 
business that might be interested in putting an ad in our newsletter, please encourage that and let Joel or me know. And the 
Hospitality Chair has a big job. If we missed your birthday or anniversary or if you know of members who are ill or who have lost a 
loved one, please contact Diane or me.  Card donations would also be very welcome. 

4. Participate in our fund-raising events.  Our membership dues help in a  small way to pay for   our  adventures  and expenses, as 
do the newsletter ads, but that doesn’t cover it all. We’ve used several methods in the past to make money, including a garage sale 
and some poker runs. Our chosen fund-raising method this year is the silent auction. You can read what we have done so far in 
this issue’s articles about the January and February events. Would you be willing to contribute something for members to bid on at 
an event this year? Silent auction donations are tax deductible. Call or email me at 479-756-6798 or menold1@cox.net. 

 
If you are one of those members who has consistently stepped up to the plate to support our group, let me say how much I appreciate you, 
and I hope you’re not getting tired. If you are one of those members who has not yet been very involved, let me say how much I would enjoy 
helping you find a place to share your talents with the Club. 
 
This October, the Ozark Section will be celebrating its 20-year anniversary.  Roger Shuler’s family and the Board of Directors will host the 
celebration at Shuler Autohaus, in Fayetteville, Arkansas, where it all began!  This event will be for our members to enjoy and reflect on the 
years gone by as well as look to the future.  We will be inviting our President and Executive Director from the National Office along with our 
Regional Director to join us for this event and also providing a catered lunch. In order to meet these expenses at no cost to our members, 
all proceeds from fund-raising prior to October will go towards this event.  
 
I want all of our members to enjoy and feel part of the Ozark Section. Our Section, like all MBCA Sections, runs only because of volunteers; 
all we ask is for you to become involved so it will do well and grow. I have listed a few ways for you to help, and your ideas for improvement 
are always welcome. Active members have become a close group of friends over the years, and if you become involved you will meet the 
most diverse, wonderful group of people!   It’s fun; please become involved! 
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          A Wine Tasting Journey 
Submitted and Pictures by Pamela Modisett 
 
On Saturday, January 28, twenty-three members and 
guests of the Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America enjoyed the annual wine tasting event at the home 
of Mike and Pamela Modisett in Springdale, Arkansas.   
 
Mike and Pamela shared 6 of their favorite wines:  Freixenet 
(a Cava), Relax (a German Riesling), Ferrari Carano (a 
Chardonnay), King Estate (an Oregon Pinot Noir), Silver 
Oak (a Cabernet Sauvignon) and Robert Mondavi (a 
Merlot).  Mike and Pamela gave a brief description of the wines 
and explained why they chose each one to share with their 
friends and guests.  A wide variety of fruit, cheeses and other 
delicious appetizers were enjoyed throughout the evening.                      

    
 
Linda Harrell and Pamela Modisett each donated a wine and gift basket with a romantic theme for the Silent Auction.  The winners were 
Patti Tetu and Ruth Shafer.  Hank Euler won a wine tote, donated by Joel and Kathy Menold, by guessing closest to the number of wine 
corks in a large jar.   
 
Through the generous donations by those attending this wonderful event, $430 was raised for the benefit of the Ozark Section.  Thank you 
all for your support! 
 
Patti and Bob Tetu were presented a Certificate of Appreciation for their two years of serving on the Ozark Section’s Board of Directors.  
They have been a true asset to the section with all their hard work. 
. 
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Arts Center of the Ozarks 
Sunday, February 19, 2017 

Submitted by Ruth Shafer 
 
Dave Jones and Ruth Shafer hosted seventeen Ozark Section MBCA members at downtown Springdale’s Arts Center of the Ozarks on 
Sunday, February 19, for a fun-filled afternoon. The party began in the dance studio with a catered soup-and-sandwich lunch from Lenny’s 

Subs and the Joneshafer kitchen.  
 
One of the highlights of the day was the silent 
auction item donated by Dave, a car care kit 
containing detailing products. Gary Reusswig, as 
the high bidder, took home a clear plastic storage 
bin containing Meguire’s wax, Turtle Wax wheel 
cleaning spray, Mother’s wadding for metal 
polishing, detail brushes, microfiber cloths, and a 
car wash sponge. Thanks, Gary! Proceeds went 
into the club treasury to help fund the 20th 
anniversary party coming up in October. 
 
Following lunch and a few business items, we 
walked the galleries taking in the exhibit, “On the 

Brink, on the Brim, on the Cusp.” According to ACO’s literature, the works of the seven Arkansas artists in the show examine “how we 
manage our relationships with each other:  our identities, technology, and our environment, while pushing the boundary lines within which 
we are comfortable. . .[and] the categories and borders we place ourselves in.” Two of the groups of works I especially enjoyed were the 
very large photographs (the size of a big-screen television) by Dan Snow, one of which showed a home destroyed in the Joplin tornado, and 
the embroidery pieces, displayed in their hoops, that incorporated found objects, such as pieces of what appeared to be straw sewn into the 
fabric. The exhibit was designed as a community partnership with the Crystal Bridges exhibit “Border Cantos,” showing local perspectives 
on the same broad topic. 
 
Finally, we filed into our nearly front-and-center seats in the theater to experience “Mystery Night,” a pair of one-act radio plays, “The Shadow” 
and “Nero Wolfe,” presented by the Northwest Arkansas Audio Theater. In audio theater, the actors stand before microphones with their 
scripts, telling the stories through dialogue without movement and costumes. Movement is suggested through sound effects, and actors are 
cast for their voices rather than for whether or not they “look the part.” In this presentation, both age and gender lines were blurred in the 
cast; three generations covered roles that spanned only two, and at least one female read a male part. A few of the actors wore costume 
pieces that helped the audience identify their roles. The sound effects corner of the stage was an interesting place to focus as telephones 
rang, feet walked, and glasses broke while we not only heard but also saw it all happen. The cast did a great job of transcending appearances 
and telling the stories in a convincing and entertaining way. 
 
Food and entertainment shared with friends. Does life get any better? Check the articles in this newsletter about upcoming events to see 
how you can get in on the fun! 
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Lunch Bunch at Mermaid’s 
                                                           Thursday, April 20, 11:30 a.m. Dutch Treat. 

 
If you followed the adventures of the Taco Tour with Ruth and Kathy last summer, you know we like good food and that we promised we’d 
do more informal lunches. So, here’s a heads-up for the next round. We’re branching out from eating strictly Mom-and-Pop Mexican food in 
Springdale; this time we’re going for lunch wherever it sounds good. (So now we’re the Lunch Bunch instead of Taco Tour.) 
 
The Lunch Bunch is not very organized and has no Section agenda to promote except the enjoyment of a meal together. We meet for lunch 
at places where we don’t need reservations, so last-minute decisions and no-shows are no problem. We welcome all “Ozark Sectioners” 
who want to come. We’ll announce our get-togethers on the Ozark Section Facebook page and report on the results in the same place. If 
you’re not a Facebook user and want to join us for lunch some or all of the time, give one of us your contact information so we can keep you 
informed as we line up places and dates. You can reach either of us by phone or email, listed below. 
 
Our first lunch of the season will be at Mermaid’s, which is known for its seafood. It’s at 2217 N. College in Fayetteville, on the west side of 
the street. The lunch menu is extensive, including many wraps, sandwiches, entrees, and salads priced under $10. Gluten-free and 
vegetarian diets work here. 
 
Do you know of an interesting restaurant in Northwest Arkansas you’d like the Lunch Bunch to try? We’re game. Let us know, and we’ll try 
to work it into the schedule. 
 
Kathy Menold- (479) 756-6798 or menold1@cox.net and Ruth Shafer- (479) 756-6943 or ruthshafer73@gmail.com 
   

                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MSRP: $131,200 
 

Enter for a chance to win your dream vehicle, a 2017 Mercedes-AMG-GT S. 
Tickets are $50 each and there is no limit to the number of tickets you can purchase. 

 
The International Stars Mercedes-Benz Club of America raffle is open to MBCA members only. 

Visit raffle.mbca.org for more information and to read the rules and regulations.  

To purchase tickets by phone please call 1-800-637-2360 
(Monday-Thursday 8 am - 4:30 pm or Friday 8 am to 4 pm Mountain Time). 

 
Image in contest promotional materials doesn't entirely represent actual prize being won. 

Photo credit: Mercedes-Benz-USA 

mailto:menold1@cox.net
mailto:ruthshafer73@gmail.com
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?MercedesBenzClubofAm/326813f535/0ea9be0898/62394f711a
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?MercedesBenzClubofAm/326813f535/0ea9be0898/a42e55247d
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 Dinner-for-Six on 
March 25, 2017 

 
Two groups of Dinner-for-Six met on Saturday evening, March 25, to kick off the season.  The third group of six will be holding its’ dinner in 
April hosted by Hank and Jean Euler.   
 
Ruth Shafer and Dave Jones of Springdale hosted the first dinner in their home to the newcomers to Dinner-for Six, Mickey and Beth Hickman 
and Ray and Brenda Lippig.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                                            

 

Joel and Kathy Menold, also of Springdale, hosted the first dinner in their home to first time Dinner-for-Six couples Bob Gailey and Linda 
Harrell and Kevin Murphey and Elaine Rosen. 

 

 

These dinners have proved to be a lot of fun and an extremely good way to become more acquainted with each other.  It does have to be a 
fantasy meal, just simple and sharing of fun moments with friends!   
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2017 Upcoming Ozark MBCA Events 
 

                                                                                                                   
Date Event Location 

  April 22   Blanchard Springs Caverns 

  Bluegrass Music (Overnight Trip) 

Mountain View, AR 

  May 20   Dogwood Canyon Nature Park 

  Tram Ride and Trail Lunch 

  Lampe, MO 

  June 17   Over the Border Day Trip 

  Iggy’s Diner for Lunch 

Carthage, MO 

  July 15 Membership Potluck TBA 

  August 19   Petit Jean State Park 

  Lunch at the Lodge 

Morrilton, AR 

  September 09   Tired Iron of the Ozarks Gentry, AR 

  October 14   20 Year Anniversary Celebration for the 

  Ozark Section at Shuler Autohaus 

Fayetteville, AR 

      
 

      
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ozark Section Supporter Since 1997 
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                             Ozark Section Supporter since 2009                                                           Ozark Section Supporter since 2015 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                                      Ozark Section Supporter since 2016                                                           Ozark Section Supporter since 2015 
 
 

           
                                                                                           

                                                                                             Ozark Section Supporter since 2013 
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                                       Mercedes-Benz 
                                                             of Northwest Arkansas 
                                                                              2400 SE Moberly Lane 
                                                                              Bentonville, AR 72712 
                                                                              479.286.3000 
                                                                              mbofnwa.com    
                                                              

  PROUD TO OFFER ALL 

MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB MEMBERS 

10% off ON ANY SERVICE DEPARTMENT PURCHASE 

 
Mercedes-Benz of Northwest Arkansas 

 
 

 2017 SL450 
Ozark Section Supporter Since 2015 
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Ozark Section Birthdays Who’s  Who? 

Ozark Section  
MBCA 

4026 Jessica Lane 
Springdale, AR 72764 

    Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The MBCA Ozark Section needs a new membership 
chairman.  Unfortunately our current chairman had to 
resign due to medical issues.  Please contact our 
President, Kathy Menold at menold1@cox.net or  

   

 

Ozark Section Anniversaries 

 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, contact our 
Hospitality Chairman, Diane Paulsen at 
diane.kcrealty@gmail.com or 479-790-5643. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

        
 
 
  
 
 

 
                           
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MBCA Ozark Section Newsletter – published every two months, is the official 

newsletter of the Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

 
Opinions – Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those 

of either MBCA or the Ozark Section. Neither MBCA nor the Ozark Section 

endorses products or services but may, as part of our informational activities, allow 
them to be cited in articles and notices. 

 
Trademarks – The trade names and trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, “Mercedes”, 
and the three-pointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and are authorized for 

use by its licensees which include MBCA, exclusively. 

 
Reprints – Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper attribution 

(source, including date of issue) is shown. 

 
Advertising – We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to MBCA 

or of interest to members of the Ozark Section. Advertising runs for one year (six 

issues).  MBCA members may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is 

Mercedes specific. No inference should be made that products or services 

advertised herein have been approved by the MBCA/Ozark Section board of 

directors or this newsletter editor. 

 
Articles and Submissions – Copy should be emailed to the editor by the 10th of 
the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the July/August 
issue should be received by the editor by June 10. The editor reserves the right to 
edit all material; submission of material constitutes permission to edit and publish 
that material. No assumption should be made that the editor has authenticated 
any information in materials submitted. 

 Hugh & Janet Showalter   Apr 25 

   Reid & Donna Fairchild   Apr 28 

   Bob & Sharon Frye   May 02 

   Don & Phyllis Klinger   May 26 

   Rob & Lisa Knapp   May 28 

    Congratulations!!   

   Dane Paulsen    Apr 03 

   Don Shelton    Apr 05 

   Vicki Spranza    Apr 07 

   Amanda Pinchen    Apr 12 

   Jim Deitz    Apr 15 

   Wanda Altman    Apr 20 

   Kevin Murphey    Apr 20 

   Diane Paulsen    Apr 21 

   Don Baker    May 06 

   Jane Acord    May 08 

   Dottie Miller    May 11 

   Klaas Voerman    May 17 

   Linn Reusswig    May 20 

   Guillermo Rosales    May 20 

   Jan Anderson    May 21 

  

       

  

  

 

   President 
   Newsletter Editor 

 Kathy Menold 
                                         479.756.6798 
                       menold1@cox.net 

Vice-President 
Events Chair 
 
 
 
 
  Nbvc  

 Linda Harrell 
      479.644.8087 

                 linda.harrell@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

   Secretary 
 
   
    

 

    

 

 

 Ruth Shafer 
   479.756.6943 

  ruthshafer73@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
 

    Pamela Modisett 
  713.217.4499 

               pgmodisett@yahoo.com 
 

Regional Director 

 

 

 Gene Jurick 
   972.461-1981 

                                gjurick@tx.rr.com  
             
 

 
 
gjurick@tx.rr.com. 

Past President  Dave Jones 
   479.756.6943 

  joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

President Emeritus 

 

 

 

 

 Vern Sutter 
  479.855.6854 

 benzz99@cox.net 

   Director 
   Webmaster    
    

 

    Mike Modisett 
                                     479.685.2189 
                                modism@cox.net 
 
  
 
meenold1@cox.net 
enold1@cox.net       
mmMenold1@cox.netMenold1@cox@c
ox.net 

   Director 
Advertising Chair 

 Joel Menold 
             479.756.6798 

                               menold1@cox.net 
       Menold1@comMenold1@cox.net 
              
mmenMenold1@cox.netmMenold1@co
x.nett 

Director 
Historian Chair 

    Bob Gailey 
             479.644.8087  

                      blg ailey@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
        

   Membership Chair 
   

 
                                                    
 
   bgailey@sbcglobal.net 
                       

Hospitality Chair  Diane Paulsen 
                                         479.790.5643 
                  diane.kcrealty@gmail.com 
 

Technical Chair 

 
 
 

 Roger Shuler 
                                      479.521.8383 
                   shulerautohaus@aol.com 
 

  
 

  
 

              

mailto:menold1@cox.net
mailto:diane.kcrealty@gmail.com
mailto:menold1@cox.net
mailto:inda.harrell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ruthshafer73@gmail.com
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