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Summer is Upon Us! 
 

After a welcome cool and rainy spring, summer 
is here.  I hope everyone is able to take some 
time to relax and get away. Penny, my boys, 
and I spent 2 weeks driving 3,300 miles from 
Northwest Arkansas to  Northern Arizona, then 
Utah, and finally circling back home thru 
Colorado in our ’87 SDL.  The national parks 
and scenery were great, family bickering was 
at an all time low, and the SDL ran without a 
hitch. We even managed to get an honest 
25mpg over the duration of the trip.   Overall a 
great trip. 
 
That said, Ozark Club Monthly Event is on 
vacation in July.  However, get ready for 
August and September.  
 
 

 
Capitol Reef National Park, UT 

 

 
 

Route 66 Festival 
 

On Saturday, Aug 4th, the club is meeting at 
the International Route 66 Festival in Joplin.     
See website, route66internationalfestival.com, 
for a full schedule of events; this is a multiday 
festival.  Member Gary Reusswig will 
organizing our club gathering on Saturday.   
Watch your email for upcoming details.  
 
 

 

Welcome New Member 
 

Donna Carter Springdale 

   

Antique Auto Show in Eureka 
Springs 

 

The Antique Auto Show in Eureka Springs in 
being held the weekend following Labor Day 
on Sep 6 and 7.   Once again, the Menolds 
and Voermans are planning a great get 
together including club meeting times, group 
meals, and organizing Saturday night 
accommodations.   Details forthcoming.  
  

Thanks to Renewing Members for 
their Continued Loyalty 

 
Kieth Folck Rogers 
Rod Haney Springdale 
Robert Zierak Fayetteville 
Jim Deitz Springdale 
Gary Reusswig Joplin 
Samuel White North Little Rock 
Dennis Anderson Rogers 
Guillermo Rosales Bentonville 
Frederick Paulsen Holiday Island 
Paul Springmann Bentonville 

   

Keep your Email Address Updated 
 
Stay up to date by keeping your email address 
updated at www.mbca.org or by calling the 
National Office at 800.637.2360. This will 
ensure you get that latest national, regional, 
and most importantly, local section 
communication and event information.  
 

 
  

http://www.mbca.org/
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2013 Loyalty Rewards Program 
 

This is to remind you about the 2013 Loyalty 
Rewards Program. Your membership with the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA) 
comes with special privileges, like saving $500 
off the purchase or lease price of a NEW 
Mercedes-Benz. To qualify, you must be a 
current Member of MBCA and have at least 
one year of uninterrupted membership with the 
Club, prior to your New car lease or purchase. 
If you are a current U.S. Member of the MBCA 
and have been a Member for at least 12 
consecutive months prior to purchasing or 
leasing a NEW 2013 or NEW 2014 (when 
available) Mercedes-Benz vehicle, you are 
considered a "Member in Good Standing" and 
automatically qualify for a $500 price discount. 
Go to www.mbca.org for details.  
 

 
What happened to the Calendar? 

 

We planned for a 2013 calendar, but did not 
receive enough picture submissions.  We will 
continue to look for member pictures and 
compile pictures from events.  We will be ready 
for 2014!  
 

Ozark Section Birthdays 
 

Don Baker May 06 
Mary Marks May 10 
Klaas Voerman May 17 
Jeri Voerman Jun 03 
Vickie Johnston Jun 04 
Catherine Conner Jun 15 
Jan Sweitzer Jun 30 

 
Ozark Section Anniversaries 

 
Bob and Lois Zimmerman Jun 03 
Al and Ginny Gulseth Jun 17 
John and Lori Lee Jun 27 

 
 

Who’s Who? 
Ozark Section MBCA, Inc. 

2007 Oak Hill Dr 
Springdale, AR 72762 

 
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs 

President David Jones 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Vice-President 
Events Chair 

Kathy Menold 
479.756.6798 

menold1@cox.net  

Secretary Lori Lee 
479.524.6999 

lorilee123@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Ruth Shafer 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Regional Director Gene Jurick 
972.461-1981  

gjurick@tx.rr.com. 

Past President Robin Retzlaff 
479.248.1442 

rkretzlaff@cox.net 

President Emeritus Vern Sutter 
479.855.6854 

benzz99@cox.net 

Membership Chair Larry Altman 
479.530.3019 

larwan@cox.net  

Technical Chair Roger Shuler 479.521.8383 

Director, 
Newsletter Editor 

Paul 
Springmann 

407.721.7184 
paul.springmann@outlook.com 

Director-at-Large 
Gary 
Reusswig 

417.206-2936  

Director, 
Advertising Chair 

Don Baker 
479.640.4592 

dgbaker5644@gmail.com 

Hospitality Chair Becky Deitz 
479.466.5066 
bhdjd@att.net 

 
MBCA Ozark Section Newsletter – published every two months, is the official 
newsletter of the Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

 

Opinions – Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily 

those of either MBCA or the Ozark Section. Neither MBCA nor the Ozark 
Section endorses products or services but may, as part of our informational 

activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices. 

 

Trademarks – The trade names and trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, 
“Mercedes”, and the three-pointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and 

are authorized for use by its licensees which include MBCA, exclusively. 

 

Reprints – Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper 
attribution (source, including date of issue) is shown. 

 

Advertising – We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to 
MBCA or of interest to members of the Ozark Section. Advertising runs for 

one year (six issues) starting with the March /April issue. MBCA members 

may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No 
inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have 

been approved by the MBCA/Ozark Section board of directors or this 

newsletter editor. 

 

Articles and Submissions – Copy should be emailed to the editor by the 10th 
of the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the 

July/August issue should be received by the editor by June 10th. The editor 

reserves the right to edit all material; submission of material constitutes 
permission to edit and publish that material. No assumption should be made 

that the editor has authenticated any information in materials submitted. 
  

http://www.mbca.org/
mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:menold1@cox.net
mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rkretzlaff@cox.net
mailto:benzz99@earthlink.com
mailto:bhdjd@att.net
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On the Road Ahead 
Submitted by Dave Jones, Section President  

It’s early summer as I write this, but I’m looking 
ahead to what we might do to fill a gap in our 
schedule of upcoming events. Specifically, we 
need a host for this year’s Christmas party. 
The good news is that our board has 
brainstormed an incentive that should help to 
motivate volunteers not only for this year’s 
party, but for those yet to come. I discuss that 
below. 

For the past two years, the occasion provided 
an opportunity for us not only to have a great 
time but also to help support worthy causes in 
a very personal way. Beth & Mick Hickman, 
assisted by Barbara Jean & Tom Wissing, set 
the precedent in 2011 when member donations 
at their party helped them provide funding for, 
and tangible gifts to, all of the patients in 
Fayetteville’s VA hospital and Veterans Home. 
A thank-you note sent to our board by the 
Regent of the distributing organization (DAR’s 
Ozark Mountains chapter) said “for some, it 
was the only gift they received.”   

That really touched this ‘ol ex-GI, so I 
suggested to our board that we who are 
fortunate enough to drive a Mercedes try to do 
something similarly charitable and personal 
each Christmas. Therefore, in my first Road 
column for 2012, I said, “Since early in our 
section’s history, we’ve made annual donations 
of $500-1,000 to a variety of worthy causes. 
However, all were board actions using funds 
from our account. I’ve no doubt it’s much more 
rewarding to our members when they 

contribute personally, so I hope this type of 
event-related method of providing donations to 
worthy causes recurs. I’ll ask our board to work 
on making that happen.” 

As a consequence, Lori & Terry Lee, assisted 
by Catherine & Jeff Conner, extended the 
notion for our 2012 Christmas party. Our 
members helped them fund and provide 
supplies for Tailwaggers, a nonprofit spay and 
neuter program for potential pets in Siloam 
Springs. As did the Hickmans, they raised 
several hundred dollars for that chosen cause. 

Now, about the incentive. To avoid the 
complications and hard feelings that might 
arise if our section appears to be promoting 
one charitable activity at the expense of others, 
a motion was made and approved at our March 
2013 board meeting saying for “each 
Christmas party, the host can pick their own 
‘special cause,’ but the Club itself would not 
sponsor a personal interest.” We’re hoping that 
will allow our members to contribute to a 
diversity of worthy causes, and we’re sure 
each of you has at least one. 

Please step up and agree to host a Christmas 
party that has a theme involving a cause you’re 
interested in. To do so, just contact Kathy 
Menold via menold1@cox.net or phone her at 
(470) 756-6798. She’ll present the idea to our 
board and let you know if it’s approved. I’m 
certain that, as did the Hickmans, Wissings, 
Lees, and Conners, you’ll feel noble after your 
party and will be smiling broadly. In fact, your 
graciousness will help all of us feel noble as we 
follow our tri-stars on the road ahead.  

 

 
 

mailto:menold1@cox.net
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Patronize these advertisers; they support the Ozark Section! 
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Autobahn Legends in the Park Submitted by Mike Butler 

 
May 18th, in historical downtown Siloam Springs, the Ehrlich Motorwerks family (Mike Butler Ozark MB member) hosted 
the second annual Autobahn Legends German Auto Show. The show was open to all German make vehicles. We had a 
great turn out! 
 
This gathering is a celebration of the many great German automotive designs as well as an opportunity to be with old 
and new friends and spend some time enjoying the downtown area of Siloam. We, Ehrlich Motorwerks and Main Street 
Siloam, are very proud to host this event, and we would like to thank everyone for taking the time to come to Siloam 
Springs and participating in the Autobahn Legends auto show. 

 
The Mercedes Benz group was once again the largest number of participants. This year’s show had an overall total of 
40 vehicles, up by 10 cars from last year’s show.  

 
  People’s choice first place winner,1966 Mercedes 230SL, owned by Al and Mary Marks. 
 

Thank you Ozark MB club. See you next year!  
To view more photos from the show, go to: http://ehrlichwerks.blogspot.com/2013/05/2013-autoban-legends.html  

http://ehrlichwerks.blogspot.com/2013/05/2013-autoban-legends.html
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Kentucky Derby Party 

Submitted by Dave Jones 

Colorful race-day hats and other fun attire were in abundance at our first-ever “Off to the Races” 
Kentucky Derby party in Bentonville at the graciously-decorated home of Mick and Beth Hickman. 
They, with Tom and Barbara Jean Wissing, hosted 25 section members and seven other invited 
guests. We knew we’d come to the right place when we approached the home’s door that 
afternoon and saw a special wreath commemorating the date, May 4th, as the Derby’s 139th 
running at Churchill Downs.  

On entering, we found several other commemorative items our thoughtful hosts ordered especially 
for the occasion. For example, the buffet table held KD 139 napkins, and our mint juleps and other 
bartender-made beverages came with KD 139 swizzle sticks. 

On both levels of the home were several flat-screen televisions showing pre-race activities. That 
assured us everyone would have a front-row seat for the excitement. The afternoon’s designated 
bookie, Tom, was in the sunroom recording which person placed what mock bet on which pony. 
Mick, in a white shirt with a garter on one sleeve, was on the patio placing logs in a fire pit, icing 
coolers, and doing other manly things. Meanwhile, Beth and Barbara Jean prepared appetizers, 
greeted people, and arranged potluck dishes at the buffet table.  

As requested, everyone brought a traditional Derby fare dish. Included were Kentucky Hot Browns, 
country ham and biscuits, marinated pork loin, and chocolate bourbon pecan pie—all made using 
recipes from various issues of Southern Living magazine. Some also brought roses to honor the 
Derby’s long-time Run for the Roses theme. 

Before the race started, Mick distributed the words of Stephen C. Foster’s venerable song My Old 
Kentucky Home. When Beth noticed the crowd at the Downs stood to sing it, she led us in belting 
out all of its verses. What a talented section we have—creative hosts, great cooks, and on-key 
singers! Anticipating a demand for printed copies of the day’s recipes, Beth distributed pages tied 
with a red ribbon and commemorative swizzle stick.  

When the racetrack’s mud and excitement settled, Tom took the floor to announce the winners of 
our pretend pari-mutuel efforts. Tying for the “win” were Suzanne Chinard and Jack Read. That 
constituted two awards, so no “place” was announced. Taking the “show” award was Sid Phillippy. 
Tom suggested the awards be donated to Home for Dinner, a non-profit organization for veterans 
Beth recently created. Each winner generously did that, to the hearty applause of all present. 

Winning the award for Best Hat was Dottie Miller, wearing a large, bright-colored, feathered 
chapeau of her own creation. She received a gift bag of hand lotions, smell-goods, etc. 

This event was another great example of how two couples can host a fun activity in a member’s 
home. Thanks to Mick, Beth, Tom, and Barbara Jean for raising the standard yet again. If you’re 
interested in hosting an event of any type or have an idea of what you think our section would 
enjoy doing, please contact our Events Chair, Kathy Menold, via menold1@cox.net, or call 479-
756-6798.  

  

mailto:menold1@cox.net
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2013 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Ozark Section MBCA 

(Dates and Events are subject to change) 
 

Date Event Location Contact Person Contact Info 

August 3 Route 66 Festival Joplin, MO Gary Reusswig  

Sep 6 – 7 
Antique Auto Show in Eureka 
Springs 

Eureka Springs   

Oct 26 
Defensive Driving and 
Autocross 

Neosho, MO   

 
 

National MBCA 

Date Event Location Contact Person Contact Info 

May 18 -22 StarTech 2013 
Birmingham, 
AL 

Liz Roberson 205.822.8460 

Aug 16 Legends of the Autobahn 2013 
Carmel 
Valley, CA 

Laura Simonds 650.592.7613 

Sep 23 - 29 2013 Club Trip to Germany Germany Jim O'Sullivan 843-671-2079 

 
 
 

MBCA EVENT TERMS OF PARTICIPATION 
 
This agreement pertains to driving events of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc (MBCA) in which I desire to participate, whether as a driver, 
passenger, official, volunteer or to attend as a spectator or visitor. In consideration for permitting me to participate in or observe driving events, 
which may consist of time trials, autocross, acceleration runs, defensive driving, road rally and/or tours or to attend the event as a spectator or 
visitor, I knowingly and voluntarily agree as follows: 
 

1. I CERTIFY, UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that if I am driving, a passenger or otherwise participating in the events: 

a. The vehicle I am driving or in which I am a passenger in the events is insured with at least $100,000.00 per person bodily injury 

and property damage insurance that will be in effect for the entire duration of the events 

b. Any participant violating the competition and event rules may be expelled from the event and forfeit all competition privileges. 

 

2. I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that excessive consumption of alcohol or possession or consumption of illegal drugs is strictly prohibited. 

 

3. I HEREBY GRANT TO MBCA and the event organizer the irrevocable and unrestricted right to use and publish photographs and video 

images of me, or in which I may appear, for editorial, trade, advertising and any other bona fide purposes, in any manner and medium. I 

hereby release MBCA, the event organizer, the photographer and videographer from all claims and liability relating thereto. 

 

4. MBCA cannot be held liable for cancellation, delays or other lack of performance with respect to the event under any “force majeure” 

circumstances (including, but not limited to, wars, riots, insurrection, terrorism, acts of god, strikes or labor stoppages). 

 

5. I authorize and consent to treatment, hospitalization and other care rendered to me in the event of my illness, injury or other emergent 

circumstances that may occur while participating in the event and assume full responsibility to pay for all costs and expenses for any such 

treatment,  hospitalization and care (therefore agreeing to hold harmless and indemnify MBCA and the event organizers therefore). 

 

HAVING READ THIS TERMS OF PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT, I HEREBY BIND MYSELF AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, HEIRS 
AND NEXT OF KIN BY THIS AGREEMENT. 
  



 

Ozark Section Newsletter 
Paul Springmann, Editor 
13281 Timberline Road 
Bentonville, AR 72712 

Change of Address?  
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

800.637.2360 
www.mbca.org 
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